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This ideal has been achieved to a varying degree in office
buildings and commercial premises. But it might be
extended to embrace many types of buildings, such as town
halls and municipal offices, in which there is frequently too
much * architecture/ too much stress on the right adjust-
ment of elements of structure and internal walling in the
effort to obtain a neat and clean plan pattern, which is often
achieved only by ingenious juggling. A single alteration
to accommodation might make the whole plan pattern un-
workable unless a sacrifice were made of the symmetry
which was the keynote of the scheme.

With the development of a modern outlook and technique,
it is probable that much greater stress will be laid on the
establishment of a general plan framework, within which
accommodation may be varied with reasonable ease. If a
less rigid conception of the plan were established, and
became a matter of policy in public as well as in commercial
buildings, structure could be lighter, design simpler, and
the whole conception of expensive * architectural' fafades
might be revised.

Permanence can nowadays easily be exaggerated, and even
public authorities might well consider possibilities of changes
in their working accommodation and equipment, and offer
the problem to be solved by the architectural profession.
Once the ideal of flexibility were adopted, in accordance with
the mechanical means which structure now offers for its
realisation, engineers and specialists, not to mention archi-
tects, would soon work out the technique of this new type
of design organisation. Public building programmes would
be amplified to embrace the possible needs of the next ten
or twenty years in each category of building, and the
architect would attack his problem on new lines of thought.